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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES        
NOVEMBER  
 

 9th Andrew Jenkins  

            Gina & Hilton Minakawa WA 

10th  Irene Stowell 

13th Sheila Naish  

 Jody Stowell  

            Nadia Silvester 

16th Miles and Sheila Naish - W.A 

18
th

      Romilly Wilkins (2) 2007 

21
st
       Scarlett Silvester (1) 2007 

22nd    Emma Palmer (Smith) 

27th Rebecca Brett (Fenwick) 

 Sarah Melling (Griffin) 

28th Sarah Clark  

           Grace & John Griffin - W.A. 

29
th

      Richard Jaehme 

 Kim Beardshaw 

 

Naish’s Notes 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

KENN VILLAGE HALL 

FRIDAY 15Th DECEMBER 

7.30 - 12 MIDNIGHT 

LIVE MUSIC DANCING TO 

JUSOULD 

BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS 

TICKETS £8 

 

FROM Heather Jenkins, 

Hazell Stowell 

 

IN AID OF THE ONCOLOGY 

DEPARTMENT BRI 

 

GET GLITTERY SPARKLY BITS 

OUT AND COME AND BOOGIE 

 

                      

 

Tesco Vouchers 

We are collecting the Vouchers for 

Schools again – please give to Ray 

Naish or Sheila Naish.  Please accept 

them for us as all are put to very good 

use. 

 

 

 

Readers of Kenn News and Views are 

offered a marvellous deal at Global 

Independent Travel Centre, 10 Old 

Street Clevedon -.opposite 

Woolworths!! 

 

Minimum of 6% off holiday prices, ask 

and see what they can offer on your 

existing prices from elsewhere! 

They will also give extra % on holiday 

currency...definitely worth having. 

 

Telephone 01275 878876 

Ask for Lisa Weakly the branch 

Manager and mention that you live in 

Kenn and are a News and Views 

reader. 

 

Save yourself a bit extra to spend!! 

 

Sheila 

 

St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 

Altar Guild Members on Duty in 

November 

Mrs. Sarah Clark 

Mrs. Hazel Limage 

Mrs. Marianna Mackay 

 

December Rota 

If any ladies are unable to do their 

week in December, please let Jean 

Naish know. Tel. 872493  

Many thanks 

 

Sunday 3
rd

  

Mrs J. Fenwick/Mrs J. Pascoe 

Sunday 10
th

  

Ms. Kate Hatcher/Mrs G. Griffin 

Sunday 17
th

 - CAROL SERVICE    

Mrs M. Ball/Mrs H. Jenkins 

Sunday 24
th

   

Mrs J Cheek/Mrs M. Mackay 

Sunday 31
st
 

Mrs. J. Staples/Mrs. I Stowell 
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John and Grace Griffin with helpers, 

will decorate the tree in Church for the 

Carol Service. 
 

 

October's Family Service in 
Kenn 

 
We were pleased that our new 
curate, Chris Steed, was able to 

join us in our October Family 
Service. Kenn. Sunday Club has 
been learning about particular 

people in the New Testament, 
and Chris echoed this theme by 

telling 'Peter's Story'. The main 
part of Chris’s talk related to 
Jesus' message to Simon the 

Fisherman to 'Follow me and be 
called Peter' 

 
The Greek name Petros means 
Rock, Christ told us that by 

naming him 'Rocky' this simple 
man would become one of the 
great foundations of the 

Christian faith. The Sunday 
Club Singers sang 'Morning has 

Broken' and handed round the 
refreshments after the service.  
 

We were thinking, during the 
service, of Celia and John, who 

were attending the dedication of 
their grand-daughter Abigail 
Rose, in Bridgwater. 

  
Kenn Sunday Club 
  

Don't forget....Sunday Club in 
November 9.30am in the New 

Room on the 5th and the 19th 
  
Stop Press!    
 
Christingle.  

Calling all Sunday Clubbers 
 

Kenn Christingle Family Service 
will be at 11 am on Sunday 

November 26th 
 

 
 
IMPORTANT !  

 
We will make the Christingles 
in the New Room on Saturday 

25th November 
 

All members of Sunday Club, 
please help. All contributions of 
oranges and soft sweets 

welcome - Julia Bush 
   

 
Heaven Preserve Us 
  

All jam jars accepted, please get 
them to Ray Naish, Cloverlea, 
Kenn or phone me 01275 

873554 for collection. 
THANKS Julia Bush 

 
  
Christmas Puddings.  

 
Could I have last orders by the 
end of November 

 
1 lb Puds £5.50 serves four 

2 lb Puds £8.50 serves eight 
 
Thank you  

Julia Bush 01275 873554 
  

 
 

 

New Room Coffee Morning 

Saturday 18th November 
10.00 – 12 noon 

Your hostesses will be 

Barbara Middleton 
and Mary Sayer 

and the charity will be 

Breakthrough Breast Cancer 
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November 1st – All Saints 
 
Halloween, All Saints’ day and All 
Souls’ day are days devoted to 
thoughts of the dead and the 
celebrations on all three days are 
thus related. 
 

The celebrations on All Saints’ day 
and All Souls’ day had much in 
common.  Festival fires were lit, 
church bells were rung and 
souling and soul-cake customs 
carried out.  Prayers for the dead 
were said on All Saints’ day and 
commemorative services held on  
All Souls’  day. 
 
Remember the departed for Holy 
Mary’s sake, 
And of your charity, 
pray gi’us a big soul-cake. 
 
Children and adults would go ‘a 
souling’ and beg for soul-cakes or 
any other gift.  The works of the 
Soul Song were the same as or 
similar to those sung at Easter. 
 
This night we come a-souling good 
nature to find, 
And we hope that you will 
remember it is soul-caking time. 
 
Christmas is coming and the goose 
is getting fat, 
Please put a penny in the old 
man’s hat. 
If you haven’t a penny, a ha’penny 
will do. 
If you haven’t a ha’penny a 
farthing will do. 
If you haven’t a farthing God bless 
you. 
 
You gentlemen of England,  
Pray you now draw near 
To these few lines, and you soon 
shall hear. 

Sweet melody of music all on this 
evening clear, 
For we are come a-souling for 
apples and strong beer. 
 
 
Step down into your cellar and see 
what you can find, 
If your barrels are not empty, 
We hope you will prove kind; 
We hope you will prove kind with 
your apples and strong beer, 
For we’ll come no more a-souling 
until another year. 
 
Hartley Staples 
 
 
 

Thanks  

 

Just a short note to say a huge thank 

you to all who either attended or 

supported the coffee morning on 17 

June in aid of Breakthrough Breast 

Cancer.  We raised in excess of £1000, 

which included several very generous 

donations.   

  

As many of you will know, I had 

planned to take part in the Aviva 

Weekend to Breakthrough Breast 

Cancer  - a 60km walk around London 

in September.  However on 

discovering I was pregnant......with 

twins! I decided it would be unwise to 

attempt it.  I did continue to fund raise 

as Jacqui, my walking partner, still 

intended to walk it without me.   

 

The great news is that Jacqui 

successfully completed the walk held 

on 16 and 17 September and between 

us we raised a total of £5760.00.   

 

The event as a whole raised over £4 

million! 

  

Thank you for supporting 

Breakthrough Breast Cancer.  Your 
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gift will help fund breast cancer 

research and education. 

  

Emma Brooks (nee Fenwick) 

 
 
 

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 

 

At the last Parish Council 

Meeting those present heard a 

presentation from the North 

Somerset Parish Plan Office who 

explained the procedure involved 

in drawing up a parish plan, which 

would establish the guidelines for 

the future development of the 

village, and would take the wishes 

of the parishioners into account.   

 

The Parish Council would be 

represented on the group that 

would draw up the plan; all village 

institutions would work together 

to produce it.   

 

There is funding available to help 

with expenses involved in this.   

 

If there is sufficient interest 

the Parish Council will invite the 

officer back again to get the 

work underway.   

 

Please contact me (01275 

875877) or any other parish 

councillor. 

 

Sadly Kenn was not successful 

this year in the Village of the 

Year Competition.  The village did 

not disgrace itself, but was not in 

the top three.  However, I think 

it is fair to say that we all had 

fun getting the village ready for 

the competition and it is good to 

see it looking spick and span. 

 

Plans are being made for the 

Christmas Tree and associated 

festivities.  More details will 

appear later. 

 

For a variety of reasons, the 

next Parish Council meeting will 

take place on Monday 27th 

November in the Village Hall at 

7.30 pm instead of the usual first 

Monday of the month. All are 

welcome.  Please come along. 

 

Ann Holtham, Clerk 
 
 

Thanks 
 
 
October - New Room Coffee 
Morning 
 
Joyce & Robert would like to thank 
all those who supported the coffee 
morning on Saturday 21st 
October.   
 
A total of £50 was raised for the 
village hall funds. 
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Thanks 

 

The local BABAS (Birders and 

Bramley Appreciation Society) send 

grateful thanks to John and Marlene for 

copious supplies of superb cooking 

apples over the past few weeks. 

 

We are now looking for sponsors to 

provide custard and offer free 

membership of our society in exchange! 
 

Typist’s note:  the above came anonymously, 

but I suspect that it might be Noah’s 

granddad. 
 

Our Flag 
 

We flew the flag in memory of Bob 

Burd on 14th October 

 
 

Note from our Parish Council 
 
Daffodil Planting 
We have purchased two bags of 
daffodil bulbs for autumn planting 
to add to our spring show. 
 
We need helpers with this planting, 
to meet at the Village Hall at 10 am 
on Saturday 4th November. 
 
Please bring your own spades. 
 
John Griffin 
 

 

Friday 17th November 

8.00 pm 

 

CHEESE & WINE EVENING 

 

Kenn Village Hall 
 

Raffle – Tombola 
Various Stalls 

 

Licensed Bar 

 

£5 including supper 

Children under 12 - £2.50 

 

Proceeds to Hall Funds 

 
Tickets from:  John & Grace Griffin, 

Marianna Mackay, Irene Stowell,  

John Hayden, John & Margaret Ball, 

 Jean Fenwick, Sarah Clark, Ray Naish, 

Sheila Naish, Jo Batten, Heather Jenkins, 

Ann Holtham, Lise Willcox,  

Stuart & Avril Withyman 

 

 

 
SURPRISE FIREWORK SHOW ON 
FRIDAY NIGHT 
 
At approximately 915 pm on 
Friday night, Kenn was rocked by 
a huge explosion followed by one of 
the most extraordinary firework 
displays. 
 
The FIRE MAGIC display launcher 
factory at Kenn Court Business 
Park had caught fire.  According to 
Fire Magic three of their staff, who 
were at the factory, were taken to 
hospital suffering from smoke 
inhalations but are expected to be 
fine.   
 
Fire Magic also said that most of 
their stock is stored elsewhere so 
they will be able to fulfil all their 
firework displays and with the help 
of their staff who are all rallying 
round they are looking forward to 
a good and safe November the 5th. 
 
On Saturday morning they said 
that they believed that this was a 
tragic accident. 
 
A TRAGIC LOSS 
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A major casualty of this fire is 
Bristol Classic and Sports Cars Ltd 
who operate from the adjoining 
building at Kenn Court Business 
Park.  The workshop which thy 
have been in for five years has 
been completely destroyed along 
with all its contents.   
 
The workshop contained 15 classic 
and sports cars in various stages 
of restoration including E type 
Jaguars and many other cars that 
were unique and irreplaceable.   
 
Paul who runs Bristol Classic and 
Sports Cars used to keep a 
photographic record of all the cars 
and stage-by-stage pictures of all 
restorations as a record for the  
 
owners.  Over more than 20 years 
in the business, he had also build 
up an invaluable stock of 
incredibly rare spare parts.   
All this is completely lost. 
 
Paul had built us his business 
from his passion, one of the cars 
lost he had spent 7 years 
restoring. On Friday he had a 
thriving business with 6 months 
work lined up for his restoration 
team, of work that he loved doing.  
On Saturday morning it was all 
gone. 
 
SPECIAL THANKS 
 
Richard Dyer from Kenn Court 
would like to say a special thank 
you to Tim Taylor, who (when the 
rest of us were watching the 
impromptu show) was going round 
the farm checking on the welfare of 
all the animals.   
 
It is reassuring to know there are 
people in the village who think of 
these things. 
 
John Hayden 

 

Massive Explosion in Kenn 
 

October 28
th

. 

There was a massive explosion at 

Kenn Court Business Park at around 

9.30 last night.  The firework store 

there blew up, causing tremendous 

damage. 

 

I can’t remember an explosion in Kenn 

like that since a stick of bombs was 

dropped on the Village at 10 pm on 3
rd

 

September 1940, the last but one 

landed where the garage now stands at 

this bungalow, “Cloverlea”, Kenn 

Street, the last one landed behind 

“Mendip View”, Kenn Street. 

 

 

 

The first three landed on Kenn Pier 

Farm and Yew Tree Farm.   

 

Mr. Bye of Kenn Pier Farm lost his 

milk cart pony Dolly and several cows.   

 

Mr. Willcox of Yew Tree Farm lost a 

bull and some cows and his favourite 

horse Charlie had a lump of shrapnel in 

his rump. 

 

My elderly grandfather, Alfred Naish 

was in bed at Stonehouse Farm.  When 

we got up to see him, he was covered 

in glass, plaster and dust.  Elderly Mr. 

and Mrs Flowers of Mendip View 

were also in bed.  When neighbours 

eventually got in to see them, they 

were also covered in plaster and dust. 

 

The windows of the church were 

blown out.  People of today, please 

spare a thought for those people who 

lived in cities like Bristol who had to 

endure these sorts of explosions from 

bombs all night long every night for 

months on end., 

 

Ray Naish. 
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p.s.  I have just heard that the classic 

car restoration business at Kenn Court 

was almost completely destroyed, also 

other businesses there. 

 

R.V.N. 

 

 
 

Clevedon Mercury and 

North Somerset Times 
Don’t forget that copies of both 

these local newspapers are freely 

available in the bar of 

The Drum and Monkey each week. 

 

 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

10.00 am Saturday 4th November 
meet at Kenn Village Hall 

to plant Daffodil Bulbs  
around the village 

 

 

Your Garden Gate 
Wednesdays  

8th  & 22nd November 
Recycling Collection 

 

The Drum and Monkey 

Tuesday 7th November from 

12.00 p.m. Village Lunch 

Everyone welcome 
 

Clevedon Salerooms 
Thursday 2nd November 10.00 am 
Sale of Victorian and Later items 

 

 

Kenn Village Hall 
Wednesday 8th November 7.30  

Kenn Women’s Institute 
Susan Marshfield speaking about 

Christmas Past and Present 

Competition –  
a Child’s Christmas Stocking 

 
 

 
New Room Coffee Morning 

Saturday 18th November 
10.00 – 12 noon 

Your hostesses will be 

Barbara Middleton 
and Mary Sayer 

and the charity will be 
Breakthrough Breast Cancer 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flower Arranging Demonstration 
 Kenn Village Hall 

 

Wednesday 22
nd

 November 

Demonstration by Lindsay Ireland 

7.30 Kenn Women’s Institute 
invites you to join them 

Entrance £3.50 to include 
coffee/tea 

 
Clevedon Salerooms 

Thursday 23rd  November 10.30 am 
Specialist Sale of Antique Furniture, 

 Fine Art and Collectors Items 
 
 

St. John the Evangelist, Kenn 

Christingle Service 

11.00 a.m. Sunday 26th November 

 

 

Kenn Village Hall 

KENN PARISH COUNCIL 

Meets on  

Monday 27th November 7.30 pm 

All Welcome 
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Kenn Village Hall 
Christmas Clean/Decorate 

 
Thursday 30th November 

6.00 pm – Cobweb Removal 
 

Friday 1st December 
From 9.00 am 

Washing, Dusting and Polishing 
 

Saturday 2nd December 
From 10.00 am  

Trimming for Christmas Parties 
All helpers are welcome 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday 6th December 

3.00 – 5.00pm 

Christmas Tea Party 

Kenn Village Hall 
Mainly for senior residents, but all age helpers 

are more than welcome! 
Invitations will be out in November 
 (volunteers to help – please contact  

Margaret Ball 874077/Jean Fenwick 875073) 
 

 

Friday 15th December 

Kenn Village Hall 

7.30 till 12 midnight 

Kenn Village Christmas Party 
 

The Willows, Kenn 

(formerly The Vicarage) 

 

Saturday 16th December 

From 10.30 am 

Punch and Mince Pies & Coffee 

Proceeds to Village Hall Funds 

Contact Marlene & John Arney 
 

Kenn Village Green 

Saturday 16
th

 December  

Carol Singing   

round the Christmas Tree 

more Mince Pies and Punch 

 

 

Kenn Village Hall 

Children’s Party 

Tuesday 19th December 

5.00-7.00 pm 
Contact Jo Batten 878782 

 

What’s on at The Drum? 

 

Every WEDNESDAY the  

PUB QUIZ 

All welcome 

Free to enter Quiz 

Raffle with proceeds  

To Charity 

 

Tuesday 7th November 

VILLAGE LUNCH 

All welcome 

Meet from 12.00 

 

The Drum Christmas Raffle 

21st December 

£1 per entry 

Prizes include: 
Bike, Colour TV & DVD 

Tools, Microwaves, Chocolates, 

Turkey, Meat, Meat Hamper, 

Vegetable Hamper, Toys, Remote 

controlled toys 

to name but a few. 

Hundreds of Prizes to be drawn 

on the Thursday before  

Christmas at 9 pm 

All welcome for a good night out. 

 

Events in 2007 
January – Shirley Bassey 
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and Tina Turner  (both in one night) 

February – Phil Collins 

March - Paul Levent, as seen on TV. 

 Adults Comedy Night. 

April – Kenny Rogers 

May Simon and Garfunkel 

June, two nights  

Paul McCartney 

 

 

New Year’s Eve Party 

Doors open 9 pm till late 

Full Buffet and a Singer 

All ticket only £8 – 

First 100 people 

If you want to dress up, 

Please do so. 
Macmillan Biggest Ever Coffee 
Morning  
 
On the National Day of Coffee 
Mornings we raised a very 
welcomed £170 for this very 
wonderful charity.  
 
They support and help so 
many people at the end of their 
lives enabling people to stay in 
their own homes until the end. 
 
A big thank you to all who came 
and helped and also to those who 
sent donations. 
 
Marianna Mackay 
 

Ronald Burd 

 

Bob Burd, as he liked to be known, has 

passed away suddenly at his home at 

Kingston Bridge aged 90 years. 

 

Many Kenn people knew Bob and his 

wife Doreen.  They have been regular 

attenders at the church for several 

years, also they often arrived to join in 

village events like jumble sales and 

produce sales in the Hall.  They were 

very pleased to be invited to Kenn’s 

senior residents party last December 

and wrote a lovely letter to the party 

committee thanking them for inviting 

them to such an enjoyable afternoon. 

 

Bob and Doreen ran plant stalls at 

many events at Kingston Seymour over 

the years and helped raise large 

amounts of money for various 

charities. 

 

Bob was a man full of fun, always 

having jokes to tell.  He was a great 

communicator and made friends with a 

huge number of people from all walks 

of life, from many parts of the country. 

 

 

The Church at Kingston Seymour was 

full to the doors for his thanksgiving 

service, which was a Requiem Mass.   

 

Bob was from the High Church 

tradition and had been involved with 

church life in many capacities 

throughout his life. 

 

After the service his ashes were 

interred in the churchyard at Kingston. 

 

Sincere sympathy is extended to 

Doreen and her two sons on their great 

loss. 

 

Ray Naish. 

 
 

Kenn Village Hall   
 
Although there does not appear to 
be any physical alterations taking 
place to the Hall at the moment, 
there has been a lot going on in 
the background.  Planning 
Permission has been granted for 
the proposed alterations and John 
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Hayden has now obtained quotes 
for all the works, using as many 
local contractors as possible.       
He  is now currently liaising with 
the Building Inspector so that all 
the works will be compliant with 
current legislation -  rest assured 
there is a lot of it! 
 
Mindful of the cost of our proposed 
alterations, we have applied to 
YANSEC for a grant to help fund 
the cost of some of the building 
works, and we eagerly await their 
decision.   With monies already 
raised, and to be raised, and in the 
hope that we receive a substantial 
donation from YANSEC, it is 
anticipated that works will begin in 
the New Year. 
 
A big thank you must be said to all 
those who have held various social 
events  during the last year in the 
Village which have been 
wonderfully supported, and thus 
enabled donations to be made to  
Hall Funds.   These are greatly 
appreciated and the continued 
support of everyone is most 
welcome.    
 
Sarah Clark, Hon Hall Secretary 
 
Bird News I 
 

The drained pool at Shapwick Heath, 

mentioned in my last report, played 

host to a Red Necked Phalarope at the 

beginning of the month.  This species 

breeds in Iceland, Ferro-Scandinavia 

and there is a small population (less 

than 50 pairs) in Northern Scotland 

and Shetland.   Red Necked Phalaropes 

winter at sea, feeding on plankton in 

the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea, 

so our visitor had a long journey ahead 

of it. 

 

More locally, John Croxton spotted a 

Ringtail (female or juvenile) Hen 

Harrier at the River Kenn estuary on 

the 10
th

.  These birds are rare passage 

migrants in our area – the secret is to 

be looking during the few minutes that 

they are visible as they pass through. 

 

Saturday 14
th

 October saw a few of us 

from the R.S.P.B. Weston-super-Mare 

local group looking for migrant birds 

from the top of Wains Hill in 

Clevedon. 

 

We saw small parties of Chaffinches 

and Greenfinches passing over, a few 

Pied Wagtails and Skylarks, as well as 

a single Siskin, which obligingly gave 

its distinctive call as it flew overhead. 

 

 

A Chiffchaff with Long Tailed Tits in 

the bushes was another migrant as 

were three dark bellied Brent Gees on 

Black Rocks.  These are quite unusual 

birds in Somerset. 

 

This winter the British Trust for 

Ornithology is conducting a Plover 

survey (Lapwings and Golden Plovers) 

and I have been allocated a ‘square’ on 

Puxton Moor.  I didn’t record a single 

Plover, but a Barn Owl which few over 

from a thick hawthorn hedge, a couple 

of Kingfishers, Grey Wagtail and both  

Green and Great Spotted Woodpeckers 

were very considerable compensations. 

 

The storms in the Atlantic brought 

quite a few American birds to the U.K. 

and one a Lesser Yellowlegs (rather 

like a small European Greenshank) 

turned up at the River Axe near 

Weston-super-Mare, where it was well 

watched.  Its most distinctive features 

are the yellow legs, but as it was 

feeding on glutinous mud its legs were 

mid-brown rather than bright yellow! 
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Trevor Riddle 

01934 835208 

 

 

 
Bird News II 

 

Oct. 6
th

 Jeff saw a Stonechat in 

Tickenham Moor.   

 

Just as happened last year at this time, 

flocks of Canada Geese, up to 50 at a 

time, have been seen flying over the 

village in the evenings.  They seem to 

be heading to the south of the village.  

They probably fly in to feed on the 

maize stubbles located there.  They 

have been seen returning north in the 

morning, but no one seems to know 

where they are heading. 

 

Oct 20
th

 Jeff has reported large flock of 

mixed Meadow Pipits and Yellow 

Hammers in a seedy grass field near 

Backwell. 

 

There seems to be no sign of winter 

migrants like Fieldfares and Redwings 

in the area to date, Oct 25
th

, probably 

because it has been so mild. 

 

The heavy thundery rain at the 

beginning of October brought up lots 

of field mushrooms in some fields. 

 

There is an abundance of lovely fresh 

grass still growing in the fields.  This 

will help save a large amount of winter 

feed for cattle and sheep, shortening 

the winter is it carries on. 

 

Oct 25
th

 Miles Naish has just seen a 

large flock of starlings.  There are 

reports that huge numbers are arriving 

in Somerset giving their aerobatic  

displays in the evenings.  They are 

probably arriving from northern 

Europe to spend the winter here. 

 

  Ray Naish 

 

 

 

When people all grew their own 

potatoes 

 

When Kenn Street only had seven 

houses each side of the road, most 

houses had huge gardens attached to 

them, where people grew all their own 

vegetables, including potatoes. 

 

The late Wally Moore of White 

Cottage, proudly boasted that in all his 

married life, his wife Lillian never had 

to buy a vegetable. 

 

But not all people had large gardens.  

This is where the Dyers of Kenn Court 

came to the rescue. 

 

When I was young, before the last war, 

Mr. Frank Dyer, Sam ‘s father, got his 

ploughman Joe Cox to bout up about 

an acre of his plough field.  (bouting is 

ploughing with a  special plough that 

leaves the land in high ridges).   

 

When this was done, people could hire 

a bout for the summer to grow their 

potatoes for ten shillings a season. 

 

Many people took advantage of this, 

some of them came from Clevedon. 

 

After they had been shown their bouts 

and marked them, people were soon 

out in the field planting their seed 

potatoes.  All through the summer they 

could be seen hoeing and tending their 

crop, mostly in the evenings, because 

most of the people were working men. 

 

If they had a good season, the growers 

often dug 10 sacks of potatoes, enough 

to see them through the winter. 
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The old saying was that if a family had 

a good store of potatoes they never 

starved, however hard the winter. 

 

When Sam Dyer took charge of the 

farm, he continued supplying bouts for 

potato growing until most people lost 

interest in growing their own, saying it 

was easier and cheaper to buy potatoes 

as they wanted them. 

 

Sam Staples of Riverside Farm also set 

out bouts for potato growing to people 

from that end of the village.  Very few 

people take the trouble to grow 

vegetables of any sort in these days of 

easy living and the large gardens that 

people relied on to grow their own 

food when times were hard and less 

affluent, have, in many cases been 

used for house building or laid out into 

lawns and flower gardens. 

 

 

If people are determined to eat only 

organically grown vegetables, the best 

way to get them is to grown their own. 

 

This of probably why there is such a 

demand for allotments in and around 

towns and cities. 

 

Ray Naish 

 

 

Decoy Pool Farm – 11 September 06 

 

Monday 11 September saw another 

well supported gathering assemble 

outside Cloverlea for the last of Ray’s 

2006 summer walks.  This time he had 

arranged for us to visit the land farmed 

by Jeff at Decoy Pool Farm that we 

last visited in August 2003.  

 

Access to the farm was from Nailsea 

Wall road and having safely parked 

our cars we set out on foot across the 

small bridge that crosses the Kenn 

River.  Although the farmland itself is 

not public access, there is a footpath 

that can be followed along the 

riverbank from Kenn Pier.  

 

Ray reminded us of how important the 

river had been in the past for both the 

farms and cottages in the locality.  

Prior to 1936 there was no water 

supply in Kenn other than wells and 

the river and as late as 1954 cottages 

along its banks still took drinking 

water from the river.   

 

As well as water the river also 

provided food in the form of eels and 

watercress.  The former were caught  

using eel spears that had three spikes 

like a large toasting fork. They could 

also be caught using worms as bait or 

by “clotting” that involved using 

woolen threads on which the eel’s 

teeth would become entangled.  There 

used to be a character called “Cress” 

Johnny who came from Bristol where 

he sold the watercress he picked from 

the Kenn river.   

 

Further into the walk we came across 

an area where the land was slightly 

higher and here there used to be a 

farmhouse and farm buildings. Ray 

recounted that the farm was 

demolished by the Baker family who 

owned the land and that they used the  

 

demolition rubble to improve the farm 

access tracks. 

 

The Bakers had bought the land very 

cheaply because prior to the 

construction of the Blind Yeo in 

1950/51 and an improved system of 

rhynes and hatches, winter flooding to 

a depth of a yard was common. This 

made it impossible to grow crops and 

attempts to grow cereals had failed as 

the crops rotted.  The farm takes its 

name from the duck decoy pools that 

once existed here.  During the periods 

of flood huge numbers of duck would 
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roost here and would be trapped in 

large funnel shaped nets. The ducks 

provided a valuable source of income 

for the local farmers and villagers.    

 

Walking further across the fields and 

now accompanied by some of Jeff’s 

inquisitive cattle we came to a wooded 

area that is one of the few remaining 

areas of the wetland forest that once 

covered the moor.  In the past Jeff had 

kept some cattle in the wood but the 

grazing was poor and the marsh grass 

grew so tall it was almost impossible to 

see the cattle. Across the fields we 

could see the other area of wetland 

forest known as The Plantation that is a 

nature reserve owned and managed by 

YAGWAG.  

 

Ray pointed out an adjoining field that 

is for some unknown reason called 

“Egypt”.  It is unusual for this location 

in that it is mainly grass with no 

rushes.  In the past it has attracted wild 

geese that fed on the grass. 

 

 

Our walk continued to the banks of the 

Blackditch Rhyne that forms one of the 

Kenn boundaries. The land on the 

Kenn side used to be common land on 

which villagers had the right to keep 

livestock prior to the 1830s Enclosure 

Act.  We followed the Blackditch to 

the point where it joined the Kenn river 

and Ray pointed out the cottage where 

in past times of flood a boat was 

needed to reach the door.  In failing 

light it was time to follow the river 

bank back to the start and thank Ray 

for organizing the walk and for 

recounting his many tales of years past 

and Jeff for allowing access. 

 

Thanks again Ray from all of your 

walkers for this years walks. 

 

Robert Down 
 

 
Sam Staples 

 
For those of you who know 

Sam, he has recently celebrated 
his 92nd birthday.  He has been 
bedridden now for 18 months, 

but on being asked was there 
anything he would especially 
like he duly replied “I’d love to 

go to the Blue Flame once 
more”. 

 
With the help of his family he 
was hoisted into his chair and 

was transported to the Flame, 
where he was warmly 

welcomed, by Mike the landlord 
and many of his family and 
friends.  Many of them were 

sporting straw hats, Sam’s 
usual summer headgear. 
 

After several hours, and a few 
drops out of the ‘best’ barrel, he 

arrived home with a broad grin 
and looking 5 years younger 
and a probable pep talk from 

Tony Target about next year’s 
Bristol Half Marathon. 
 

Many thanks to John Knight for 
his time and transport. 

 
Liquor & Longevity 

 

 

The horse and mule live 30 years, 
And nothing know of wine and beer. 

The sheep and goat at 20 die, 

And never taste of scotch or rye, 

 

The cow drinks water by the ton, 

And at 18 is mostly done. 
The dog at 15 cashes in 

Without the aid of rum and gin 

 

The cat in milk and water soaks, 

And then at 12 short years it croaks. 

The modest sober bone-dry hen 
Lays eggs for Nogs and dies at 10 
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All animals are strictly dry, 

They sinless live and swiftly die. 

 
But sinful, gin- full, rum-soaked men, 

Survive for 3 score years and 10 

 And some of them, the very few.  

Stay pickled ‘til they’re 92. 

 
Thanks to the Staples family for the 

above, which accompanied 
photographs of Sam celebrating his 

92nd birthday in August 

 

Margaret’s Mutterings 
 

Village Flag 

Robin and Marianna Mackay at 

Church Path Cottage are our 

keepers of the flag and are always 

keen to hear of celebrations etc.. 

Call them on 340323, and if no reply, 

just leave a message. 

 

Village Hall 

We note with sadness the passing of 

Mr. Bob Burd and recall with thanks 

the contribution made to the Village 

Brunch, held in the spring, when Bob 

with his wife Doreen organised and 

ran a most successful plant stall.   

 

We extend our deepest sympathy to 

Doreen and her family. 

 

Fundraising continues……. Our 

thanks go to Joyce and Robert 

Down who kindly donated £50, the 

proceeds of the October Coffee 

Morning, to Hall Funds. 

 

The Hall Committee are organising 

a Cheese and Wine Evening at the 

Hall on the 17th November – tickets 

are now available – see separate 

advert. 

 

The December Coffee Morning will 

in fact be a special Coffee and 

Punch Morning at The Willows by 

kind invitation of Marlene and John 

Arney., who are again donating the 

proceeds to the Village Hall. 

 

Kenn W.I. held their Annual 

Birthday Party on Wednesday 25th 

October at the Drum and Monkey. 

 

 

 

 

Among the 24 people present, 

members and partners, was Founder 

Member Mrs. Jean Naish, 

accompanied by her husband 

Raymond.  It was noted that Ray and 

Jean have both attended each of the 

53 Kenn Women’s Institute birthday 

parties.  
 

 

Weston Hospicecare 

 

Simon and Jenny have received a 

letter of thanks from Weston 

Hospicecare for the £225, which was 

raised at the most enjoyable 

Hoedown Evening. 
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Kenn News and Views 

 

Could you fill this space? 

 

The more contributors we have, the 

more interesting will be this little 

publication – so please put pen to 

paper, or tap away on your computer 

and pass your thoughts to us – 

Ray Naish at Cloverlea or direct to 

me Fax 01275 342050 or e-mail 

Margaret.john@btinternet.com  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
PARISH OF YATTON MOOR 
 

1st Sunday 5
th 

November 

FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE 

ADVENT  

 

8.00   Holy Communion Kenn 

8.00   Holy Communion Claverham  

9.30   Parish Communion Yatton  

9.30   Holy Communion Cleeve  

11.00 Patronal Family Service with 

Holy Baptism Kingston Seymour 

18.00  Evensong Yatton  

 

 

2nd Sunday 12
th

 November 

THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE 

ADVENT  

 

       Remembrance Sunday 
 

8.30 Holy Communion Yatton said 

                                       with hymns 

9.30   Holy Communion Claverham  

10.00 Remembrance Service Yatton 

followed by Wreath Laying at War 

Memorial 

10:55  Remembrance Service  Cleeve 

11.00  Holy Communion Kenn  

18.00  Remembrance Service    

Kingston Seymour  

18.30 Holy Communion Cleeve  

 

3rd Sunday 19
th

 November 

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE 

ADVENT  

 

8.00   Holy Communion Claverham  

9.30   Parish Communion Yatton  

9.30 Holy Communion Cleeve  

11.00 Holy Communion  

Kingston Seymour  

14.30 Holy Baptism Yatton  

18.00 Evening Service for 

Remembrance of Loved Ones, Yatton 

18.00 Evensong Kenn  

 

 

 

 

 

4th Sunday 26
th

 November 

Christ the King 

 

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE 

ADVENT 

 

8.00 Holy Communion Yatton  

8.00  Holy Communion  

Kingston Seymour  

9.30    Parish Communion Yatton  

9.30    Holy Communion Cleeve  

10.00  Family Service Claverham  

11.00  Christingle Service Kenn  

14.30   Holy Baptism Cleeve 

18.00   Evensong Yatton 

 

HOLY DAY IN NOVEMBER 

 

30
th

 Andrew the Apostle 

19.30 Holy Communion Yatton 

 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 

mailto:Margaret.john@btinternet.com
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Daily  8.30 Morning Prayer at Yatton 

(except Saturdays and Holy Days) 

 

Every Wednesday:    

10.00  Holy Communion Yatton 

 

1st Wednesday in month:     

11.00 Holy Communion  

Kingston Seymour 

 

3rd Wednesday in month:    

15
th

 November 

11.00 Holy Communion Kenn 

 

4th Wednesday in month:  

11.00 Holy Communion Claverham  

 

Every Thursday:  

9.30   Holy Communion Cleeve 

19.30 Holy Communion Yatton  

 

1
st
 & 3

rd
 Wednesdays  

14.00 First Steps Yatton 


